270                TURKEY IN TRAVAIL
Turks had driven away their artisan, shopkeeper, and
working classes and many of their minor officials. They
themselves had shown little ability at the routine of civil
life and governmental work which are the driving forces
of a state. Among them were serious dissensions that
at times flared into violence. They retained the poten-
tially rich land of Anatolia, but with a slender population
that appeared to have been smitten with sterility. Im-
potent for the minute but watching them closely were
many enemies, and near at hand was Russia, the colossus
of the future that would demand a gateway by the
Dardanelles into the outer-world. Italy had kept the
island of Castellorizo and her ambitions in South Anato-
lia. Servia aspired to greatness. All the external safe-
guards of Turkey were gone. The old game of playing
nation against nation was finished. The country was
bankrupt, and capital was afraid to come without
capitulations.
Triumphant amid a mass of ruins Turkey stood, for
the first time in all its history, a homogeneous nation.
Born at the occupation at Smyrna, it had been bred in
the hard school of war. Now it stood quite alone.
Whether it could become fat, compact and efficient,
capable of regulating its own internal life and resisting
outside pressure and attack, was a problem that lay
hidden in a misty future.
I searched diligently among the Turks for the principles
on which they were organizing. Despair and a war of
self-preservation had given them a strange new virility
and new ambitions. But they seemed to be driven
more by the sudden kick of hatred than the smooth-